
20 AUGUST 8, 1963 THE TOMANCE HERALD

A Closer Look
By Ernest Kreiling

HOLLYWOOD— "One young­ 
ster told about adults urging 
the family as a unit to watch 
good educational programs to­ 
gether. This ended up. the 
youngster said, with father fall­ 
ing asleep, mother wandering 
off to do some other activity, 
and the older sister disappear­ 
ing leaving the two young ones 
watching the program alone." 

This child's astute observa­

tion about the inconsistencies 
of adults, might provide a lit­ 
tle insight into a small part of 
television's toughest problem, 
children's programming 

As TV's toughest problem it 
represents television's greatest 
failure to date, a failure based 
not so much on any massive 
contribution to creating a na­ 
tion of delinquents, but on not 
providing much fare of a stim­

ulating, inspiring, or ennobling 
nature

ALL THREE networks and 
hundreds of local stations have 
tried, and often they have 
come up with just what the ad­
ults ordered— programs worthy 
of every annual award creat­ 
ed. Problem: few people watch 
them — adults or children. 

Psychologists, educators, or­ 
ganized parent groups, and en­ 
tertainers have all been con­ 
sulted to help determine what 
should be good for the kids 

At least one group, however, 
took an unconventional ap­ 
proach and asked the kids 
themselves. The Wisconsin As­ 
sociation of the American Coun­

cil for Better Broadcasts last 
year sponsored a Children's 
Film Festival to which 5.000 
children were invited to see 
some of the best entertainment 
films for children available 
The Film Festival was a pilot 
study of the problems of tele­ 
vision programming for chil­ 
dren and included many par­ 
ents and other adults with spe­ 
cific training and specialized 
interests in children to ob­ 
serve and discuss what they 
observed.

THE ASSOCIATION points 
out that it was not a scientific 
study and that no attempt was 
made to measure the childen's 
reactions. However, it was a

worthy undertaking and pro­ 
vided considerable empirical 
data for the trained observers, 

t'nder the leadership of a 
child guidance expert one 
group of 17 youngsters. a>;es 7 
through 10. discussed what 
they saw and what they wanted 
in television programs. Chil­ 
dren of this age. it was learned, 
are "more realistic than per­ 
haps their parents are. They 
don't want to be unduly pro­ 
tected from the tough reali­ 
ties . . ." 

The weakness in "together­ 
ness" watching of uplifting TV 
programs noted above wasn't 
the only adult foible to be ob­ 
served by the youngsters. For 
example they also brought out

that it's apparently okay for 
"children to see movies about 
naughty behavior, provided 
that there is some kind of just 
and appropriate punishment 
and control brought to bear. 
However, they also noted that 
adults like to see movies about 
"naughty behavior." but not 
necessarily when there is any 
guarantee of just and appro­ 
priate punishment. 

• • •
OVERALL THE children 

made it clear (hat they wanted 
excitement, but that they did 
not want "stereotypes that al­ 
ways let them know In advance 
what the outcome is going to be"

By Mike Connolly

This column is IMMIKJ 
written hy Mikr Connolly's 
staff while he is on vaca­ 
tion

Mike 1* Thursday Mailbag 
Dear Mike A big star like 

Gregory Peck wins an Oscar 
and then I never heard of him

.Inlin \V;\yne s .iiovir. '('ni,^'' 
Is it f;oinij to be made or iu>t? 
--I'illy Lopez. Alubq jerque. 
X. M.

Dear Billy: The final deci­ 
sion isn't In about Way lie doiii? 
"Circus" hut I can report he's

loads of Money...SeWe Your* Family 1fce'"""

Here's your chonc* to "load up" with tender 
forty b*tf, at Hit *oving-t*t prices. It's the finest 
U.S.D.A, Choice Beef   processed by Market 
Basket expert* to bring you TOP VALUE. Re­ 
member, there's more to "eat" in the meat at 
Market Basket!
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FOR A BOH.ED DINNER
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KETCHUP

Fob 59*
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COCONUT
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LIVER SAUSAGE
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PRICES EFFECTIVE 
THURSDAY THROUGH 
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CANS

t :BBVS SLICID

BEETS
HI C ASSOSTTO _

JUICE DRINKS 4
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SUNSHINE

Krispy Crackers
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ATIRALTIVl BA^l 1 AlA^l FINISH. ASSORTED COlOKS 
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1401 S. Hawthorne Blvd. 129 Lomita Ave. at Main 
RE DON DO BEACH WILMINGTON

again. This happens too many j ronsidrrinu two other mn\lrs. 
times. Do you have an expla-; "Nichtrunnors of I>rn«al" and
nation? I've been a fan of his 
for years.—Evelyn Hollarbach. 
Fannin. Miss.

Dear Kvelyn: (in-gory Is far 
from being counted nut. lie's 
just finished a mnvle with 
Hobby Darln. "(.'apt. Newman. 
M.D." Rut more important, 
after an aetnr wins an Osear. 
he perhaps tries ton hard to 
find (he next "perfeet" story, 
(ireg is next thlnkine of doin« 
"Kverraore" with Eva Marie 
Saint.

Dear Mike: Once in a while 
I read where people in Holly

"The llurales." (he latter with 
Yul Brynner.

Dear Mr. Connolly: I saw a 
remarkable "little" movie the 
other night and enjiyed it very 
much. There were no big sets, 
no ballyhoo, but a movie that 
had something to say. It was 
called "David and Lisa." Can 
you tell me who made it and if 
there will be more like it?— 
Mrs. W. R. Winters New York 
City.

Dear Mrs. Winters: The 
motie was made independently 
by Frank I'erry and his wife, 

wood see a sneak preview. I believe the entire country re-
What's that all abouf And why 
can't we see them 0 Howard 
Newquist, Lexington. Ky.

Dear Howard: \ sneak pre- 
\iew gets audience reaction. 
And comments from them help 
the director and producer 
make any possible corrections. 
Recently MOM rut 2.1 minutes 
out of "Wheeler Dealers" to 
tighten up the comedy making 
the laughs come in quicker 

! succession. The producers feel 
hey can get an all-around 
udgement here and *ave the 
xpense of "sneaking" a movie 

at a (real distance.

Dear Mr. Connolly: What do 
 ou think of these second gen- 
ration actors' Are they as 

pood as their parents or are 
hey sliding in on the fame of 
heir parents? Sue Young. 

Fargo. N. D.

sponded to It. Perry is prepar­ 
ing another film now titled, 
"tadybug. tadybug." If \ou 
know the rhyme, you can prob­ 
ably guess the plot.

Dear Mike: I don't care what 
some people- say. I'm STILL a 
lan of Marion Brando. Why 
don't they leave him alone 0 He 
has talent and I think he'll be 
one of our all-time greats.  
Mr Frank Whltcomb. Kansas 
Citv. Mo.

Dear Sue: The answer is yes 
and no. For the present I'll 
only speak of the winners. 
Robert Walker Jr. has a career 
laid out for him. He's starting 
tils third movie with more of 
Ten than he can handle. Only 
one movie is released. Another 
Is Peter Konda who Is finishing 
Ills second movie before audi­ 
ence reaction is In. I guess the 
directors ran tell In advance. 

     
Dear Mike: I know this will 

sound funny but I'm the presi­ 
dent of The!ma Hitter's fan 
club and wo have a heck of a 
time finding out what she's 
doing all the time. Can you 
help us? B e 11 y Stevenson. 
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Whltcomb: I'm 
sure Mr. Branrio has talent. 
Arguments usually Mem from 
his attitude or behavior off the 
movie set. In any event. Mar- 
Ion's career Is still going up. 
He will start making "Hrau 
Geste" in September.

Dear Mike: I recently saw 
"PT 109" and thought it a good 
representation of the book and 
a worthy story for our movie 
audience to see about our pres­ 
ident.  Lil McGarity, Morgan- 
town, Va.

Dear Lll: Kecentlv I learned 
pollsters around the country

Dear Deity: May I join? I'm 
a fan, too. Happy to report that 
Metro wants to sign Thelma for 
the lead in a TV series called 
"Mln and Bill" based on an old
movie Marie Dressier made.• • •

Dear Mike: Your column has 
told us of to much trouble with

weekly receipts of "PT 109" 
for estimates of JFK's current 
pulling power. And you may be 
right.

Hawthorne Group 
Plans Big Dance

Alumni of Hawthorne High 
School are invited to attend an 
alumni meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
Monday. Aug. 12, in the Haw­ 
thorne High School cafeteria.

The meeting has been called 
to discuss plans for the fourth 
annual dance to be held this 
fall All members of the asso­ 
ciation who are interested in 
helping are asked to plan on 
attending this meeting.

FURNITURE ANNEX

ATTENTION!
BARGAIN HUNTERS

STOCK REDUCTION 
AND SUMMER

CLEARANCE

SALE!
MERCHANDISE FROM MOST EVERY 
DEPARTMENT IN OUR MAIN STORE!

M»-ch«nd>tt h«s b««nprie«d rikieuioully 

lo- (of compltt* cl«in. UD . »0 com* ««rly tor 

t>««t i»l«ctiom. Thii m«tiiv« ditU of ,  
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